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Donna Chambers, fine jewelry goldsmith and designer,
has achieved an enviable level of success that began with

a gifted past and ambitious goals. Born and raised in
Ossining, New York, Donna was recognized at an early age
: _'h}' Vm Limm t'or bertalem in artistic design, Vera hirved

i

DonNNA

In 1976, Donna became part owner of a jewelry repair shop
that serviced fifteen neighborhood jewelry concerns in the
downtown Brooklyn area, as well as A & S Department
Store. Three years later, after having refined her skills, Donna

expanded and created the Donna Chambers Collection,

Donna Chambers had been in the business for a long time
before she became an AGTA Member, When the Spectrum of
Design Pavilion opened. she saw an opportunity and seized
it. 1 am inspired at GemFair Tucson. The whole town is
buzzing with a massive source of creativity,” stated Chambers.
Encouragement and warmth from Mary Lou Keen, the AGTA
Trade Show Munger, also helped Donna select this venue as

an annual show,

In faet it was in Tucson, that she came across a table
displaying |8th-century Chinese gaming chips made of
mother of pearl, The dish of beautifully carved pieces inspired
Donna. “I picked up a few and made two or three pins with

them.” says Chambers.

The reaction 1o these unique pieces wis 8o strong that
Chambers spun her discovery into her signature jewelry line.
She uses the traditional gaming chips in all shapes: round,
ovaL tnnngular. marquis, square; in any number of unigue

m&p,:;, I

CHAMBERS




would commission carved chips from Chinese artists with
their family crest in the center and the outer edges engraved
with flowers, butterflies, pagodas or geometric designs. The
chips’ shapes signified the owner’s amount of wealth. The
exquisitely beautiful counters were transported to England
after the British were ousted from China for perpetuating the

Opium War,

Chambers has long been an admirer of David Yurman. To

her surprise he was [familiar with her work as well, Yurman
urged her to begin working with colored gemstones, Her
contemporary design and use of color make the one-of-
a-kind pieces come alive. Chambers buys the chips from
several English antique dealers. combining them with colored
gemstones, and then her process begins with a building
technique. Each piece is individually hand-fabricated.

With the use of channel wire, round wire, flat plate, and
patterned tubing. Chambers builds the wire work which is
the foundation of each piece. After the wire work is built,

the piece is pre-polished and then her signature technique of
pearling is added 10 bring each piece to life. Each pear| is
picked and strung on wires which are skillfully burned down
ane by one creating that signature Donna Chambers look.
Each piece is stamped with the Donna Chambers DC logo and

is accompanied by 4 Certificate of Authenticity which tells the

hmory of the ant:quu Chinese gamhung chlp aﬂdmw

Chambers has started working with silver, and will be
unveiling her new designs at AGTA GemFair™ Tueson.
Chambers says, “As a designer vou have to be flexible-
willing to bend. It has been a different journey working with
the new metal and becoming accustomed to it” Chambers
intends to expand this line with different colors, shapes and
textures from the show, and to keep it affordable. Chambers
feels that jewelry now needs to be multi-functional and for

every day use,

“A woman can always wear pearls, and |
am feeling really good about my silver.”

Chambers loves working with chocolate pearls, blue topaz
and pink tourmaline. She is also using strands of pearls with
diamond-cut gemstone beads. “By adding an enhancer that the

wearer can mix- it's really hot!”

Chamber's fine jewelry collection has been carried by major
department stores such as Bloomingdale’s, Fortunoffs, Saks
Fifth Avenue and Na Hoku, as well as at jewelry chains from
coast to coast, Pieces of Chambers jewelry have been shown
at the Smithsonian Institute and the Boston Museum of Art,

To learn more about Donna Chambers, visit her at AGTA

GemFan"’“ Tucsan and www.dannachmbeudwimsmm
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